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Associated press Writer 

. PHNOM. PENH, Cambodia • 
,i_ Twelve-man teams of 
Cambodian spy troops, 
trained by American Centra! 
'Intelligence Agency person- 
nel at- an undercover base in 
Laos-, successfully infiltrated 
,; <lecp into Communist territo- 
ry -in Cambodia two months 
ago, reliable Western sources 
in Phnom Penh report. 

The sources said about 10 
intelligence teams of- a dozen 
men, each were flown last 
March from a base near 
Pakse in southern Laos to se- 
cret landing zones in Ratta- 
nakiri, Stung Treng and 
Preah Vilicar provinces in 
northern Cambodia. The en- 
tire region has been con- 
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Marshal Lon Nol 

... gave permission 

trolled by North Vietnamese 
and Viet Cong forces since 
early last summer. 

. The. sources said the Cam- 
bodian spy teams were flown 
aboard helicopters from the 
U.S. air base at Udorn, Thai- 
land. American pilots , and ’ 
crewmen in uniform were 
aboard some of the aircraft, 
the sources said. 

OTHER helicopters wore 
manned by Thai crews, ac- 
cording to the sources, Thai 
and American aircraft were 
also used to keep the teams 
supplied with food, including 
American C.-rations. Ameri- 
can and Thai helicopters pen- 


etrated the c-nemy-held re- 
gion to pick up a number of 
Vietnamese soldiers captured 
by the Cambodians. 

- The helicopters returned 
after a month to bring the in- 
telligence agents out, and the 
teams are now located in ter- 
ritory controlled by the Cam- 
bo di an government, the 
sources said. 

Some details of the ac- 
counts were confirmed by 
U.S. officials, but these offi- 
cials said they had not boon 
informed of the full extent of 
the infiltration teams’ activi- 
ties. . 

The sources gave this ac- 
count: 

- JN JULY 1 1,-70, about 250 
young Cambodians were se- 
lected from volunteers of the 
15th Brigade, commanded by 
LI. Col. Lon Non, younger 
brother of Cambodia’s ailing 
government leader, Marshal 
Lon Npl. 

All those picked had com- 
pleted the equivalent of the 
ninth grade. Many were stu- 
dents and all were, eager to 
fight the Vietnamese invad- 
ers. 

The soldiers were flown to 
Pakse and at a camp nearby 
underwent eigiit months of 
training. Americans in civil- 
ian clothes who lived in 
Pakse supervised their in- 
. struction in map reading, 
radio communications, explo- 
sives, first aid, coordination 
of air drops and other activi- 
ties. 

Discipline was strict, with 
minor lapses punished by sol- 
itary confinement. 

The A m eric a n s who 
trained them did not reveal 
for whom they worked, but 
the Cambodians were told by 
their interpreters that the 
Americans were members of 
the CIA. 


PERMISSION to t r a i n 
Cambodians in Laos was ob- 
tained from Prince Bonn 
Oum, former rightist premier 
who rules southern Laos 
'largely independent of the 
Royal Laotian government in 
Vientiane. '* - - 

According to one source, 
agreement to train Cambo- ■ 
dian soldiers in Laos was ar- 
ranged by Lon No!, possibly 
through his brother. Lon Non 
is believed to have made at 
least one visit to Laos last 
.summer, and Boun Oum flew 
to Phnom Pehn on one or 
more occasions. . , 

The sources said the Cam- 
bodian intelligence teams 
were trained alongside a 
force known as the “\Vhite 
Scarves’' made up of ethnic 
Cambodians from South 
Vietnam as well as Cambo- 
di a ns from Cambodia. ' 

Despite Cambodia’s des- 
perate need for elite troops 
with specialized training 
such; as that given to the 
White Scarves, the Western 
sources said they' were used 
to fighting for the Bol ovens 
Plateau in the heart of Boun 
Ourn’s territory. The White 
Scarves are still in Laos, ac- 
cording to the sources, 

BEFORE being flown to 
their zone of operations in 
northeast Cambodia last- 
March, the intelligence teams 
were given North Vietnam- 
ese uniforms. This ruse was 
intended to fool the local 
Khmer Loeu, hill tribesmen 
whose loyalty to Pnom Penh 
was then suspect. The dis- 
guise was not expected to 
fool North Vietnamese units; 
for one thing, the Cambo-: 
dians were armed with U.S. 
MIS automatic rifles rather 
than the Communists’ AKdV. 

The teams were under or- 
ders to avoid head-on clashes 
with the er.cmy. Their mis- 
sion was to spy on North 


Vietnamese and \ 
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THE AGENTS- were -con- 
sidered highly successful for 
beginners. According to one 
source, the force cl some 250 
men lost only two men, one 
to enemy fire and one to ma- 
laria: 

But the teams reportedly 
had leadership problems dur- 
ing the month they spent in- 
side enemy territory, and as 
a result they have been re- 
ceiving special additional 
training. , ■ 

Where they will be drop- 
ped next is not known. 
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